
 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; James 

P. “Sean” Viars; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Geary 

Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief     

 

Administration Absent:   None    

 

Others Present: Steve Bralley, Tammy Nunn, Amy McBride       
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the September 14, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed 

by a vote of six (6) for: Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Amy McBride addressed council on behalf of the Rural Retreat Depot.  Mrs. McBride stated that 

the Depot is concerned about their restroom facility during the Dr. Pepper Day event.  She 

suggested that the town place portable toilets in the flat during the event.  The Depot Foundation 

will celebrate its tenth anniversary and will close to the public at five o’clock pm on the 24th in 

order to have a private gathering.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town will order four 

portable toilets for the event on October 24, 2021.   
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CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz read an email from the Rural Retreat High School After Prom Committee 

requesting the use of the flat and the Community Center for the prom.  He explained that the 

Depot Foundation has graciously offered the use of the Depot this year for the prom as well.  A 

motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to allow the 

after-prom committee the use of the flat and Community Center for the prom and after-prom 

party on April 30, 2021.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, 

Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Councilmember Hash read a letter from Meghan Patrick of the Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA) 

club at the Rural Retreat High School requesting community service options in the town.   

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he will be present at the Rural Retreat High School Homecoming 

Parade on Wednesday, and the game on Friday night.  He stated that he answered thirteen calls 

am made one arrest in September.  The Homecoming Parade will be Wednesday, September 28, 

2021 at 6:00 pm and the dance will be outside at the high school on Saturday. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Town Manager Childers reported that the pre-bid 

conference was held last week.   Six contractors were present for the meeting.  He added that he 

expects the bids to be much lower than before due to the force account work that the town is 

doing.  The only way for the town to cut costs on the project is to re-evaluate the farmer’s market 

building.  The town has received funding from the Wythe-Bland Foundation to build the 

structure for the farmer’s market.  Town Manager Childers stated that the bids will be opened in 

two weeks.  He added that he will have more to report when the contract is awarded. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that one contract is ready to be 

signed and the other is pending for the 2022 festival’s main acts.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the committees will be formed after the first of the year to assist with the festival for 2022.   

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY –Town Manager Childers stated that the town’s ordinance will 

need to be updated, and the ordinances committee will need to meet and make a recommendation 

to Council for approval. 

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that he spoke with Troy Harris of Dr. Pepper 

Corporation to finalize the event.  Mr. Harris requested volunteers from the town to help hand 

out the t-shirts. Councilmember Lloyd stated that he recommended a group of street performers 

from Gatlinburg, TN that does Rockabilly music to the Depot Foundation as entertainment for 

the event. Town Manager Childers stated that the contact he has with the Pepsi Corporation is 

unsure if the Dr. Pepper Syrup will work for the snow cones.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

he would like to try making the snow cones prior to the event.  Councilmember Lloyd reminded 

everyone that the event will begin at two o’clock pm. on October 24, 2021. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
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2021 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF RATE – Treasurer Patton explained that the 2021 

tax books have been received from the Commissioner of the Revenue that includes the number 

of vehicles taxed in the town and the value of each vehicle.  Based on this information the 2021 

Personal Property Tax Relief rate (PPTRA) will need to be set at 36.54 percent which is a 4.13 

percent decrease in the 2020 rate.  This is required because of the legislation passed to eliminate 

all personal property tax for individuals in Virginia, however when the rate reached 70% it was 

frozen and now localities receive a lump sum payment.  We received $17,068.90 and must 

distribute the money based on the value and number of vehicles in the town to determine the tax 

relief percentage.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by 

Councilmember Hash to set the PPTRA rate of 36.54% for 2021.  The motion passed by a vote 

of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against.  Treasurer Patton 

stated that the tax files have been sent to the software company for conversion and tax tickets 

should be mailed by October 18th. 

 

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR STEVE BRALLEY – Town Manager Childers stated that 

the planning commission agreed unanimously to allow Steve Bralley a conditional use permit to 

have horses on his property located on South Greever Street. The two- and one-half acres is on 

the back side of Mr. Bralley’s property which borders an agricultural zone. Town Manager 

Childers stated that all the surrounding neighbors agree with the change.   The stipulations are 

the conditional use permit will cease to exist at Mr. Bralley’s passing, he will maintain a fence, 

and only two horses will be allowed.  Town Manager Childers stated that the property sits by 

itself, surrounded by other family property, and boarder’s an agricultural zone.  Councilmember 

Viars stated that this started as a re-zoning request and planning commission suggested that it be 

a conditional use permit instead so it can be changed when and if the property is sold or 

transferred.  Councilmember Duncan stated that his concern is that another citizen asked to have 

a horse in the town limits, and she was not allowed.  Councilmember Viars stated that in that 

situation the property was in the middle of town.  He added that this is the reason the planning 

commission looks at each situation and makes the recommendation based on their findings.  

Town Manager Childers agreed that conditional use permits are issued on a case-by-case basis.  

Town Manager Childers added that Mr. Bralley’s situation is one of the few places that make 

sense for horses in the town limits.   Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that in the past permits were 

approved but not enforced.    Town Manager Childers stated that he will enforce the conditional 

use permit that is given to Mr. Bralley.   A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and 

seconded by Councilmember Hash to grant Mr. Bralley a conditional use permit to have a horse 

on his property located on South Greever Street as described.  The motion passed by a vote of six 

(6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against.  Mr. Bralley thanked 

Council for their consideration and approval, and he added that he will abide by the rules set 

forth in the conditional use permit. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad board plans 

on meeting with the Captain of Lead Mines Rescue Squad to get his assistance on eliminating 

overtime.  Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Wythe County Emergency Medical 

Coordinator, James McCabe and Assistant County Administrator, Matt Hankins today and they 

have concerns about the finances of Rural Retreat’s Rescue Squad.  They are concerned about 

the overtime paid when the number of calls is less than Lead Mines. Lead Mines’ payroll is less 
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than Rural Retreat’s.  Councilmember Duncan stated that Rural Retreat has eleven paid 

employees.      

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that the 

town has it’s fifth case of COVID among its employees.  One individual was extremely sick, 

with his oxygen level beubg compromised.  Town Manager Childers stated that the employee is 

feeling better but will be out of work a while longer. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that the finance committee met regarding 

the ARPA funding that is available for infrastructure.  He stated that in addition to ARPA funds 

the town is eligible for loans with 20 to 30 percent principal forgiveness from the Virginia 

Department of Drinking Water and Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  There is a 

possibility that the principal forgiveness will increase to 60 percent if additional ARPA funds are 

approved.  He explained that if the town would like to put the Staley Spring in service, the funds 

will be available for that type of project in conjunction with surrounding counties.  Utilizing 

Staley Spring will make it possible to expand the towns water service. The PER from 2011 needs 

to be updated before applying for the loans.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will get with 

Lane Group and get the Staley Spring PER updated to present day costs and requirements.  

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

None 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for September 28, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


